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“EVERLASTING PUNISHMENT.” 


Walkerton, King and Queen, April 26, 1838. 
Dear Brother Thomas, 

[ will present you a difficulty which has 
visited my mind, and which would be a pleasure for righteous- 
ness’ sake to meas well as other brethren to have remgved. Itis 
on the subject of Everlasting Punishment. [ clearly uuder- 
étand your view of it and think the evidence strong in your fa- 
vor. But for the sake of an impartial exercise of judgment, 
will you be so good as to favor us with a full and co:mmpendious 
exposition of Matthew xxv. 41; Mark 1x. 45, 46, as you un- 
derstand it? Do it privately or in the Advocate as convenient. 
[have prefered making the proposition in this way, that I might 
leave out. difficulties, which your better perspicacity would not, 
had [ presented them in formal questions. 

Yours in the hope ofa part in the First Resurrection 


LEMUEL EDWARDS. 

















REMARKS. 


We cannot at present, not having sufficient leisure, give ‘a 
full exposition’ of these passages. We avill say a very few 
things, however, by way of introducing our readers to the doc- 
trine of eternal punishment, as discussed by Bro. Shepard in 
the Primitive Christian, in opposition to Universal Salvation. 

We believe firmly in the doctrine of Eternal Punishment. for 
this simple reason, that Jesus says, the unrighteous “shall go 
into eternal punishment.” ‘he question with us is, what does 
this punishment consistin? Does itconsist in a feeling of eter- 
nal unmitigated pain and misery; or in death the extinction of 
all conse’ousness, moral, intellectual, and corporeal? With 
us there is no question as to ifs duration. Whether the pun- 
ishment consist essentially in the extinction of all conscious- 
ness, or in a feeling of unmixed woe, we have no doubt but’ it 
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will be unending, aud therefore, as lasting as Eternal Li; 


which is its opposite. t 
But we believe, that the doctrine of the Bible concerning ;\. Ij s 
punishment of the unjustified, teaches the death unending ! 
the wicked; and that this final extinction of their being w))! t 
be preceded by violence cr conscious suffering. We do yo: i 
tind the popular speculations concerning everlasting punishment ; 
in the scriptures ; we say speculations, not that there are wha: D 
are termed “speculations” and “ untaaght questions” ther 
but the traditions afloat among the people on the subject of ti : 
punishment of the wicked, we believe to be merely humay D 
and purely abstract and spec ulative. | 
Why did the Lord God drive the man out cf E cen? At | 
‘lest he should put forth his hand and take also of the tres 


life and eat, and live for ever****so he drove out the Man.” , 
But why did the Lord God resolve to prevent him trom cati: | 
of a tree which had the property of imparting g immortahty 

the eater 7—Because Man having become the subject of evils | 
well as good, by eating oi the Tree of Knowledge ot Good and ( 
Evil, that is, of the Death or Mortalit: Masparing Tree 
being “ever inclined to mercy towards ” our race, having cr 

ated it, the Race, with the ulterior view of its unailoyed feli 
ty in a duration of unending ages—he did not desire mai 
live for ever the subject of good und evil. He neither desig: 
ed him to be for ever the conscious subject of good and ey 
mixed; nor of pure or unmixed evil. I he drove outt the Ma 
lest he should become the immortal subject of good and 

is it rational to conclude, that from love to him he prevented 
him from becoming the subjec t of the lesser evil while he 
sequently exposed him to the hazard of becoming the cons’ lol 
subject of eternal woe, or unmixed evil, which is assuredly : 
severer doom? We conclude from the t testimony of Mose: 
that when Adam was expelled from Eden, he was purely, th: 
Mortal Subject of Good and Evil ;—that Immortality resice 
in the Tree of [.ife, and that in consequence of his being pr 
vented from eating its fruit, not one atom of it was transferr 

or to be found in him. “ The wages of sin is death” or m 
tality. —‘‘ As was the Earthy” or Animal Adam, ‘so also are 

the earthy,” his animal descendants ;—they are the Mortal 
Subjects of Good and Evil, and utterly devoid of the least pai 
ticle of indes'ructibilit imperishability, incorrupubility, or in- 
mortality, let it be cdiied by what name it may. The prine:- 

ple which is to sustain the life of the human constitntion eter 
nally i is a matter of gift, and tobe superadded at the Resurrec 
tions. This gift of life is 2 matter also of promise ; hence |! 

is termed “the promise of life” on account of which Paul was 
made an apostle. The gift of life is termed “ the gracious gil! 

of God ”—* the wages of sin,” says Paul, “iz death” or mor- 





75 





Se 


tality ; © but the gracious gift of God is eternal life” or mde- 
suuctibility or immortality. 

Now-all men, whether saints or sinners, are equally desti- 
tute of this indestructible principle; certain of them, however, 
have the promise of it. Thus it 1s written,—“ the Just shall 
lice” or be “invested ” with life eternal or indestructibility ; 
but in the whole Bible there is no such promise to the wicked, 
They are warned that their animal life shall be restored for a 
brief space, that God’s laws may be vindicated and that they 
may be tried, sentenced, and executed ; which execution will 
nut a period to their existence for ever. They are to be raised 
, thousand years after the First Resurrection that they may 
be judged, and suffer the punishment of the Second Death, 
which unlike the first, will be unending, and therefore an Eter- 
nal Punishment. 

There being no indestructible principle in Man as man, un- 
less it can be proved, that such a principle is to be superad- 
ded to the Constitution of the Unjust at their resurrection, 
they cannot become the subjects of a punishment in which they . 
will be intellectually, morally, corporeally and eternally con- - 
scious. ‘Most assuredly, unless men eat the flesh of the Son ir 
of Man, and drink his blood, they have not life in them.”— iy 
Those, then, who do not thus eat and drink, are destitute of the ae 
vital principle ; and cannot, therefore, either be conscious of 
happiness or misery eternally. Ultimate Salvation to the wick- : 
ed from “ the pains of hell” consequently, is as impossible, as ‘ 
an eternal consciousness of suffering. “No manslayer has 
eternal life abiding in him; and “ he who rejects the Son shall 
not see life.” 

If this doctrine be true, then Matthew and Mark, in the places 
referred to must be interpyeted by it. Death or Mortality isa 
“punishment,” and if that Death be unending, it is an Eternal 
Punishment. Now the punishment of Mortality is twofold ; 
the one is death ending in a resurrection ; the other, “death end- 
ing in death.” The latter, is the Second Death, as opposed to 
that which ends by a resurrection. The rejectors of the Son .* 
of Man, will be the subjects of two deaths; whereas, those who | 
obey him will suffer only one. ‘This is the lot of the Saved . 
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and the Destroyed; for, says the Apostle, ‘God, by us, diffu. 
ses the odor of the knowledge ot Christ in every place (by 
which men are placed in a new and accountable relation to 
B God;) “for we are, through God, a fragrant odor of Christ, | 
among the saved and among the destroyed. To these (the de- 4 
stroyed) we are the odor of death ending in death ; but to the ; 
others (the saved,) the odor of life ending in iife.” 
Now “the death ending in death” must not be confounded , 

‘with that which superinduces it. It is the “fire” which brings , : 
on this mortal consummation; and because the mortality or . 
death which it superinduces is to be unending, it is termed “2 ., é 
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bk. .:nal Fire.” The Fire is the Agent of Destruction: tie py 
nishment, a burning to death. 'The burning is terminated }) 
an eternal death, and therefore is an eternal punishment: for + 
is a death from which there will be no redemption.—T hius y 
appears to me. 

In Mark it is termed “unquenchable fire.” A fire is unquenc}, 
able when itcannot be quenched. When that fire begins to bury 
no power but the Almighty’s can extinguish it. He is said to 
be “a consuming fire ;” that is, when the fire of his indigna 
tion is kindled against the wicked, he consumes them to the 
eid. An anquenckable fire rages with consuming violence a 
long as‘it is fed by fuel. The wicked are said to beas stubble 
in the day of God’s vengeance they will “crackle like thorns 
under a pot.”—The place of this their destruction by burning 
is termed Gehenna ; for as the magotty carcases of the dead 
were destroyed by a fire unquenched in the valley of Hinnom, 
sO will the wicked be consumed, soul and body, in the destroy 
ing flames of “ the Lake of Fire,” which is the manner of the 
Second Death. Rev. xx. 14. The worm will never die so long 
as it has anything to feed upon. 

By way ot a further elucidation of this subject we present 
the reader with the following from the pen of Bro. Shepard.— 
As far as he goes, he expresses our views —. He is wii- 
ting toa Mr. Montgomery an Universalist. e also insert 
Mr. M’s note ; requesting a precise definition of the word de- 
struction together with Bro. Shepard’s reply. As we under- 
stand him, we agree with him in his definition. By the de- 
struction of the wicked he means, an everlasting or unending 
demolishment of the persons themselves; and, as a necessary 
consequence, a cessation of conscious existence. His words 
are, ‘when I affirm that, the wicked slrall be finally destroyed, 
I mean, an everlasting demolishing of the persons themselves. 
A “cessation of conscious existence ” is no part of the destruc: 
tion which I affirm, but a consequence which must necessarily, 
follow that destruction.” 

With these few prefaratory observations we commend Pro. 
Shepard to the politeness and consideration of our readers 


Editor of the Advocate. 


PROPOSITION. 


The wicked shall be finally destroyed. Definition of the 
principal terms of the proposition. Ist. By the wicked 1 mean 
those “ who know not God” and obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 2d. By destroyed I mean exactly the op- 
posite to saved. 3d. Finally, I use with reference to the end, 
or last state of the wicked. 
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PROOF. 


1. “ The Lord preserves all those who love him ; brt all the 
wicked will he destroy.” Ps. 145: 20. 

2. “ And it shall come to pass, that every soul which will not 
hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.” 
Acts 3: 23. 

3. “ For when they shall say, peace, and safety; then sudden 
destruction comes upon them, as travail upon a woman with 
child ; and they shall not escape. 1 Thes. 5: 3. 


4. “ But they who will be rich, fall into temptation, and a 
snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdition.” 1 Tim. 6: 9. 


5. “But there were false prophets also among the people, even 
is there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall 
ing in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord who bought 
vem, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.” 2 Pet.2: 1. 


6. “And account that the long suffering of our Lord is sal- 
uuion ; even as our beloved brother Paul, also, according to 
.e wisdom given unto him, has written unto you ; as also in 
is epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are 
me things hard to be understood, which they who are un- 
ught, and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, 
‘ito their own destruction.” 2 Pet. 3: 15, 16, 


7. “ Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from 
e presence of the Lord and the glory of his power.”’ 2 Thess. 
: 9. 


8. “For many walk, of whom Ihave told you often, and now 
il you even weeping, that they are the enemies of Christ ; 
‘hose end is destruction, whose god is their appetites, and 
‘hose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.” Phil. 
: 18, 19. 


REMARKS, 


Such, Mr. Montgomery, is a part of the evidence which I 
\ave to sustain my proposition, and on which I shall rely until 
rou shall dispose of this in some manner which shall render it 
iecessary that more be adduced. I shall be very brief, sir, in 
ny argument, because I depend much more upon my proofs 
han my arguments. Proof is to a proposition what legs are to 
sman. No proposition can stand much less walk without i. 
| have introduced, into the arena,a proposition to militate yours. 
Yow let them try their strength and dexterity. You and I will 
stand by and furnish each with nourishment, and see which 
vill dilapidate the other. There shall be no mdulgence in per- 
ionalities on our part; for nothing, in my opinion, is more con- 
emptible in debate than to lose sight of the matter ia discus- 
ion by holding capital Jin admiration? 

@2 
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ARGUMENT. 


The proofs No. 1 and 2 establish the fact that “destruciioy” 
awaits the wicked. Here I make one point in my argumen: 
Do you dispute this? Please answer directly and positively. 
and if affirmatively, give your reasons. | 

No. 3 affirms that they shall not “escape” destruction. 
Here I make another point. Will you dispute this? If so 
give your reasons. | 

The one No. 4 declares that they shall be drowned in “ de- 
struction and perdition.” Here then I make another point 
Will you dispute this? If you answer in the affirmative, your 
reasons must be forth coming. ; 

No. 5 says it is “ swift” destruction. That is, a destruction 
moving with celerity—one which cannot be dodged. And in 
this No. 5 corroborates No 3, which says, that the wicked shal 
not “ escape.” 

No. 6 testifies that there were some persons who wrested the 
scriptures to their own destruction; and, so far as destruction 
is concerned goes to confirm Nos. 1 and 2. 

No. 7 affirms that the destruction shall be an ‘everlasting’ 
destruction. Do you think thismeans “endless ?” If not, please 
hear No. 8, who says, their “end” is destruction. Now my 
good friend, if you can find any thing of these persons beyond 
their “ end,” you may possibly find “ universal salvation ” with 
them. But if you leave them where they “end,” you leave them 
in “destruction,” and not in salvation. And if you leave any 
without any salvation, then is salvation not “universal,” and 
of course your doctrine is not true. Butif the “end” of any 
persons be destruction, then is their destruction final, and my 
arerimys is sustained. In all benevolence, sir, I submit the 
oregoing to.your very candid consideration, hoping that you 
will do your utmost to upset my proposition, if yeu continue to 
think it untrue; and if not, that you will have the magnanimi- 
ty frankly to acknowledge its truth. 

S. E. SHEPARD. 





NOTE FROM MR. MONTGOMERY. 


Br. Suerarp: Before examining No. 2, in defence of your 
proposition, I think that a more distinct definition of the word 
destruction as used by you, is called for, that all room for future 
mistake, either by us o1 our readers, may be entirely removed 

Yon think that No. 1 in review of your proof and arguments, 
is directed against a proposition which you never affirmed, be- 
cause directed against annihilation. This remains to be de- 
termined. By annihilation I do not mean the reduction of some 
thing into nothing, for whether this can. ever be, is a question 
enly known to the Great Cause of all things. But I mean by 
it, the cessation of an individual’s conscious existence. Out 
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Presbyterian friends believe that the wicaed will endlessly ex- 
ist in a conscious state of pain. Annihilation, in my article, 
means the opposite of such a condition ; the extinction of a man 
as a thinking being, and consequently of all power either toen- 
joy or to suffer. It has no reference tothe elementaty particles 
of things, but simply to a man as a knowing creature. Your 
view of this definition will decide whether review No. 1, touches 
that proposition or not. 

You remark, “I am not certain that the destruction of the 
wicked will terminate in ‘ annihilation,’ anid therefore I did not 
affirm it. Neither am I certain that it will terminate in ‘ end- 
less misery, and for the same reason, I did not affirm that.”— 
Then, what do you mean by destruction ? 

Respectfully yours, 
G. W. MONTGOMERY 





MR. SHEPARD’S REPLY. 


Mr. Montcomery: Yours of to-day, requiring a definition 
of “ destruction,” is before me, and I hasten to reply. I sup- 
osed in your review of my No. 1, you used the word “ anni- 
ilate ” in its proper, or primitive sense, as signifying, to reduce 
something into nothing. Such, most obviously, is the sense 
of that word in all its usages, both literal and figurative. For 
in every case where it is used, even by the old English writers, 
in reference to laws and statutes, the primitive sense of the 
word is regarded. That its primitive meaning is, to reduce to 
nothing, is clear from its derivation from the Latin ad, to, and 
nihilum, nothing. For this reason I prefered the word “ de- 
stroy,” my definition of which, you now request. This word, 
being derived from the Latin destruo, literally signifies, to un- 
build that which had been before builded, and the word de- 
struction being a noun regularly formed from the verb, to de- 
stroy, must mean either the act of unbuilding, or the state of 
being unbuilded. In this last sense, I use the noun; destruc- 
tion. I have no hesitation in saying that when a house, a map, 
a city, or a nation is destroyed, it ceases to be a house, a man, 
acity,o1 a nation. It may, indeed, be rebuilded, unless the 
“end ” be “destruction ;” but in that case there can be no re- 
building. 

A “cessation of an individual’s conscious existence ” may, 
and does often take place without a “destruction” of the person. 
This is the case in swooning, in compressions of the brain, and 
in some fits. I mean more than this, when | affirm that, The 
wicked shall be finally destroyed, viz. an everlasting demolish- 
ing of the persons.themselves. A “ cessation of conscious ex- 
istence”’ is'no part of the destruction which'l bffirm, buta con- 
sequence whch must, necessarily, follow that destruction. A 


person may be pa y destroyed and not lose his conscious- 
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ness. But when his destruction is affirmed without restric. 
tion, his unconsciousness follows as a matter of course. 
Very respectfully, and, so tar as my meaning of destruction 
ia concerned, I hope very satisfactorily yours, 
S. E. SHEPARD. 


Letter from Albert Anderson. 


Aspen Grove, Lunenburg, June lst, 1838. 


Dear Brother Thomas, 

The pieces in the April Advocate head- 
ed ‘Rules for Reading the Scriptures,’ he design of the 
scriptures,’ ‘ The Excellency of the Scriptures,’ must com- 
mend themselves, even to your enemies. But some may won- 
der when they find me pleased with a piece headed, ‘ Extract 
from a letter in reply to a correspondent in Nottingham, En- 
gland.’ There is with me no objection to any thing in this 
consummately heterodox view of immortality. I am sickened 
and disgusted with the unrighteousness of modern orthodoxy. 
Its fruits are the works of a wisdom which is called earthly and 
sénsual, And what though a man object not to the said view? 
if he may not forfeit the fellowship of the Apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, it don’t matter how soon he is freed from that of 
their opponents. I have been weak enough to be gratified with 
this consideration of the thinking substance, from its nucleus 
in the polypus to its final development in the spiritual or im- 
mortal man, when “ it will indeed be, ‘a sound mind in a sound 
body’ as far superior to the animal organ of thought, which 
now is in man, as incorrnption is to that which is ever running 
to decay.” 

Nor does one who holds such a view appear to me in dan- 
ger of being swallowed up in a sea of speculations. 
In my last some things were said illustrative of patient suf- 
fering as a part of the christian’s condition here. Another 
oint was embraced in some of the quotations from the Book, 
ut not so particularly stressed as might be necessary. This 
point or position is in relation to that for which the suffering 
is to be endured. When Jesus said to his disciples, “ if any 
man will come under my guidance, let him renounce himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow me;” he also said, “ The Son 
of man, vested with his father’s glory, shall come. hereafter, 
and recompense every one according to his actions.”—16th 
Matthew. Thus, when he enjoined the cross, he placed be- 
fore them the reward of glory. The injunction is the more im- 
pressive from his gwn example; “who, for the joy that was 
set before him, endured the cross.”—T his is. very 1 
presented in the 16th psalm, in Messiah’s awn words : “ Thou 
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lz shew me the path of life: in thy presence fuin 88 Of JOY; 
at thy right hand pleasure for ever more.” And the Ay nostic 
‘oll vA ed his ex: impie: one of them says, ~ I esteem acl the 
sufferings of the present time, as worthy of comparison with 
» elory which is hereafter to be revealed in us. The sam 
ipostle in the 15th 1st Cor. sets forth this looked for adoption, 
iv redemption of the body, in terms of an exceedingly anita: 
ting character. Now, beloved brother, it is worthy of reme: 
that, although the hoped for glories stand forth as conspicuous 
ly from the eternal heavens, as the glories of the sun, moon, 


} 


will 


and stars, from the natural heavens, yet they are not looked 
unto by the many. ‘The apostle says: ‘four momentary iight 


afflictions, Work out for us, an eternal weight of glory, great 
beyond expression ; while we are watching or examining not 
things seen, but things unseen; for the things seen are temp 
ral, but the things unseen are eternal.” There ure very tew 
ifany at all, who can with truth use the same language. The 
many even among those called disciples are more like the Is 
raelites who left Egypt professedly tor the promised land ;- 
yet they in their hearts, ‘turned back into E: gypt. They con- 
sequently did not look by faith to the good land ahead of ‘them 
$0, now, many named disciples, in their hearts or affe lions turn 
back to the things, professedly left, and consequently, do not 
look by faith, to the fulness of joy, in the eternal presence, to 
the pleasures of God’s right hand, which are for ever more.— 
They have their affections fixed on things belonging to this old 
earth, instead of on things, belonging to the new earth. If they 
reform not, they must, like the unbe lies ving Israelites, fall short 
of the promised rest 

Now, could I, dear brother be an humble means of awaken 
ing even one to the practical consideration of the blessed hope, 
[ should deem myse If happily rewarded for the labor bestowed 
La: apostle says: “ They who are Chr ist’s, have crucified the 

esh, with the passions and lusts.” What can enable one to 
eC endure this cross, but the fulness of jou which is set a: 
Even, the husbandman needs in his labors to be sustained | 
a > hope of the fruits to he enjoyed ; mueh more they who ar 

Christ’s in crucifying their earthly members, and in ‘enduring 
the necessary pains and labors, need the sustaining hope of the 
consequent glory. Dear brother, the elaboration ‘of this sub- 
ject, and of other plain subjects is. under existing clrcumstan- 
ces, of great importance. The minds and hearts of very manv 
named christi: ans, are mingled in the concerns of matters which 


must shortly perish. I feel in myself the undue workings of 


educational and surrounding circumstances. O for perfect Li- 
berty by the power of the truth ! 
Yours in the hope of the life eternal, 
ALBERT ANDERSON. 


P. $.—Brother Thomas (I trust) has no need to fear offend 


















ublishing or not publishing, what I write to au 
loves the truth for its own sake; when I have rea 
son to believe otherwise, I shall, of course, not have the sam 
‘confidential love for him. 

fle is also nearer and dearer to me, because he is learning ¢ 

r With patience, tae unkindness and evil treatment, whi 
meeting with on account of his uncompromising advoea 
ruth. May the Almig hty One bless you, dear 
Jesus’ sake is the } prayer of yours in the bonds of 1 


| . Avperr ANDERSON 


’ . i’ 
j erieve, ne 





Letter from Doctor Duval. 


King & Queen, 23rd May, 1833. 


i nomas, 
Dear Sir:—Your reply to a communication from 

*otoer Henley and myself, was not satisfactory. We have no 
wish however, to urge our claims farther upon the subje ct.— 
‘Ve united our request, because we thought that such would 
‘a re successful course. [ do not now mean to go Into any 


letail of objections to your reply ; but consider it due, both to 
and me, to s.ate a few eonclasions at which | have 


i time to time arrived, in reference to you. This is the 
more obltcatory on me, from the fact, that I have stated these 
conclusions, both to some of your personal fr iends and oppo- 


rents. Yo ou ought therefore to be apprised ot them. I will 
endeavor to give the substance of what I have urged against 
you on some private occasions, as prompted by cireumstances. 

[ have care fully refrained from taking up publicly, any of yout 
speculations, except in one or two instances, in which I dis- 
cussed briefly, a point or two of the scripture doctrine of THE 
resurrection. Some of your ideas were probably combatte: 


indirectly in those instances. JT am not however, very certain 
of that. But as to what I a ive said of you. 
1. That you anpeur to me to be an uncandid man;—as an 


i litor particularly, saying—but doing not. 

2.5% ‘hat you have acted among the disciples in this quarter, 
“ ‘part of a deceiver ;—uniting “with us ina course of service. 

hich you not only considered injurious, but unseriptural : 
your caricatures of us show ; also recognizing those as ieee I> 
4 on whom you did not believe to be so, &e. 

That yon have been productive of a great amount of mls- 

hief an ong the discipfes in various ways, from your first ap- 
pe rai e among us, 

That you are a corrupt man, notwithstanding your high 
scifepbrbation inasmuch as you do not strictly speak the 
truth ; in other words, that you have written things which are 
not true 








That trom your own showing, you are not one of us ; but 
aly making use of the opportunity to susiain yi ursell by us. 
6. That while it is admitted th: atyou docontend tor a resur- 
rection of the de ud, | aflirm that you de ‘ny the se ‘ty iureleach- 
iz of’ rHE resurrection of the dead. And 

7. That should you come again, under present cireumstan 
ces, into the congregation of which lam the overseer, | 

sot only, { 4 rod Willing) obj: ct to your pas 


t course, but ony 
your admittance into social! worship, on 


, . 
the grounds above 


} 


Now sir, these inatters are submitted to you wie valely un 


ler a sense of duty. IL have pignst for all sap econeluslons, an 
heid myself responsible for the us ah have mmde or may make 
t them. Bat it ers willin Flo Class them among the wv 

{ persecution und ‘r which you seem to think vou { 


alt +, ‘wu Ait sa i ae 


oh Horm: ‘ nolud + 4s] 
Tae) y Suilerings, al rd to conciuace to set then) y ass. DO 


y 
ow erroneous may be the impression, / should be iielin 
prefer it, to the disagreeable task which may be others ni 
posed upon me. It shall be as you please. i should b 1 
sorry to have any agency in stirring up the mins of the | 
ples farther. What I have already said, seemed 


inavoidable. It you would Withdraw from our 
ears to me that we should be ereatly blessed 
o, that you are not one of us, (but a true schismatic ) 
you take the liberty of not only despising but 
jeasure, [can see no prospect of relief from the present pain 
ful consequences of your course, but by rearing of a proper ti 
of demarcation between us. 

It is my most earnest desire, to have no further imtercou: 
with you under present circumstances. 

When I had received but the 10th No. of the Advocate «¢ 
last year, I requested your agent to have it discontinued 
hope he did so. 


Yrs. truly 
J. DUVAL. 


P. S.—Should you think fit to take up the contents of this 


letter for investigation pu blic ly, I must insist upon an unbre- 
ken publication. ae i 


Dr. John Thomas. 





Our determination with respect to the Doctor’s epistie, is to 
let it pass with the reader for what it is worth in his Judgment. 
The best answer, we conceive, is the following from Bro. W. 
D. S. Robins, who i is, we believe, a member of the congrega- 
tion of which the Doctor is the overseer. The preachers “of 
this reformation would proscribe us, but the people refuse to ra- 
lify their decrees. This is as it ought to be. There would 
have been no cry of heresy against us, but for those, who flat 
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er thernss ives, inhai, as leaders, they possess more influence thay 


n truth they really have. Let the brethren of this reiormaticy 
ne on their guard, or they wul be saddled with a clerical c; 


ke LT ¢ 
Liberty, Amelia, Va. 
une bsss. 
Ni: iy Zoth. 1S >: 
mrovier 1 uomas, 
Dear Sir.—For the last two years | h: 
je atiention to the sayings and G ioings of some of cut 
an who differ with you upon re-immersion, end “the &1 
he Dead.” Du ving which time, | have heard and seen m 
iid not conse) mtiously approbate ; but rarely volu 
tured to vindicate you, ‘the At. of the pain it gave thi 


eut views ; and of my m sgivings as to the propri 
views of the hae re ping dead: having been raised in t 
if not in the beliet ot an Aerial Heaven of * disem 


Upon this subject I have been very sensitive, but, 
nsulting the holy se oe s in reference to it, wt your 
ents failing lo establish either by’ } roof or argument its 

. have greatly cont ile d to dimin ish my fears: 


save nod lisposition to charge you with ° “holding and } 


ng Opinionism subversive ot the faith ;” but adn 
u to be forbearing, and “ when reviled, revile not ag 
but defend yourself and views in the spirit and ieasne: Ss 
harshness) of a gentleman and christian. but not in the 
phantic spirit (ec alled christian) of this age. 
Some of our preachers consume much of their time in la 

ng to prove the existence of a Heaven of Spirits disembox 
hey call to their aid Enoch, Elijah, Moses, the thief, meen 
Paul and Peter, and if we can judge of another by his mann 

hey think, they have forever settled the question, and fixed th: 
mark of heresy , on those who dare to think differently. Others 
an most satisfactorily prove the separate state, and the beauli 
‘ation or reprobation of the soul, by quoting a verse from a 
hymn book. This kind of testimony is admissable only wi! 
such as credulously suppose that nothing comes from * the sa 
cred desk” but saered truths, and to reject or require evidence 
(o support its sacred sayings, would be a crime almost unpardon- 
able. It might not be improper to call the attention of that pat 
ot your readers, whom you so much alarmed by such strang 
e xpressions as ‘the brutes have souls as well as men” and 
that “ the soul or animal life is annihilated,” to Bro. C’s essay: 
on man in the 6th vol. of the Ch. Baptist. If they will be at 
the pains to read these essays will see, that the difference be- 
twixt you is amere dwarf. If I understand Bro. C. he makes 
spirit and reason synonymous, each term expressing the mreani- 
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ing of the other. Now it occurs to me that if the spirit and 
reason are two words signifying the same thing, thata perfect 
idiot must be destitute of it.—having no mind and therefore no 
reason or spirit, no “pure intellectual principle.” If this be 
true, id he mot an unconscious being? and what ts the differ- 
ence betwixt an unconscluus betne and unconscious dust ?-—~ 
Would a resurrection from the dead of such a being improve 
or ameliorate his condition, secing a reunion would be impos- 
sib} » ina SUCH as AUDION Beye! yisted , the h ‘ing having COoR- 
sisted oaly of body and soul or animal life ? 

| ) difference betwixt an uncon- 


" } +! ¢ « . ons ‘ed 
wst, and that a resurrection Oo: 


° . - - ! . 

fam of opinion there can be n 
! 
4 


ous Mass, @id UBSCONSCILO"US -« 


] ’ ? ' 
u h < bud i be a US ‘less WoOrTk 
Vn for iret, ry rf he hrethre: or syry yyy (T 
©O far Gs i am informed the brethren are unwilling to turn 
yOu OVeF Lo ab, Du will fraternize Wita you most cheertully. 
Some would lave things otherwise, but the greater part are 
' ? P 2 ri yar ge ’ j ° 
Ment ia tos matter. (he letter from Richmond is tou 
sistent to affect you much. [et betug ill-timed and alto 
ther uascriptural. | bDelleve Ittis almo Cunivels ally condemn- 
) at least so fur asf have heard. Many in this nart of * Old 
z alle “f ; 
; a 172? . VW . 1a rey 1} ‘ep tO see VOu. 
j . Pp 5 > i ad ; _ i” ] . , 
[did not write tats letter for the pubite eye, nor do IL wish it 
‘upy a pice ol the Advocate, because | presume, you have 
pnunications of more lmMportance; fais is my only rea 
ie i } tun . , } — ‘ ’ ‘ ” - 
‘ [yo rould make an extract from it, ! It appear ove: 
iy proper name 


Yours 1a the hope of the lirst resurrection, 


W. D. 8. ROBINS. 





REFORMATION IN RICHMOND 
Chapter 2. 


(Continued from page 57.) 

We feel ourselves called upon in self-justification, as well! as 
‘0 justification of those brethren and sisters who have recently 
separated themselves, to the number of about twenty persons, 
to lay before the reader the current history of Reformation in 
Richmond. Concerning ourselves it has been said by those 
who have calumniated us, that during the time that we were 
engaged in the work of reformation in that city that we had “ac- 
quired a {ar different character” than the one bestowed upon 
us by the Church to which we have belonged during the last 
year and three quarters. It is indeed true, that in the estima- 
Uon of some we did acquire a ‘far different character.” We 
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pleaded for an uncompromising return to first principles ; {oy 
self-denial; for a coming out of Babylon by an obedience % 
the gospel ; for holiness of life, &c. We endeavored to sti 
up mens’ minds to a diligent search of the scriptures of truth. 
and insisted upon a refurm in deed and in truta, as well as in 
name. But with those who had no taste for these things w 
fell into disrepute ; in other words, we lost our character. They 
termed our pleadings “ speculation,” and their subject-matte, 
“materialism ” and “ anabaptism ;” but finding us proofagains: 
these imbecile effusions of their evil hearts, * they sought ou 
false testimony against us, upon which they might condemn 
us to dic;” (Matt. xxvi. 59)—“ they charged us with crimes 
which never entered our mind,” and thus, “ they repaid us ev! 
for good ” (Psalur xxxv. 11.) 

The history of Reformation in Richmond, tkerefore, we cop 
sider necessary for the clearing up of our reputation in relation to 
the base insmuations proclaimed against us When we shail 
have got through, we will leave it to the reader to say, wh 
ther, if he had entered heartiiy into the cause of Prunitiy: 
Christianity, he cou!d have stood by unmoved to attempt the 
correciion of such a flagrant impesition on the public as refoy 
mation in Richmond for Apostolic Instituticns. We have a 
ed at a correct, faithful, and impartial account; and, if im any 
of our details we have erred. as soon as the error Is proved ly 
honorable means, and fair evidence we shall! be found ready ' 
rectify the mistake. Had not our enemies calumniated us w 
should have leit Reformation in Richmond to have told its own 
tale in the marasmus by which it was being consumed. But « 
separation has taken place in the Sycamore Congregation, uv 
like that narrated from the First Baptist Church ; ana, as » 
have season to believe, it has occurred on principle. Efiorts 
are making to stigmatize the characters of the separatists. Lu’ 
this was to be expected. ‘They will we trust act upon the ad 
vice they have given us, namely, to bear it patiently. Let them 
act as before the Son of Man, rememberii g that it is He, ano 
not man, who is to judge them at the last day. 

in the former chapter, we’have considered Reformation in 
Richmond downto the period of D. S. Burnett’s departure trom 
the city. With that event the printing company speculation 
completely, vanished away. Nor was this to be regretted ; tor, 
us certain have since remarked, it must have ended in the bank 


ruptcy of the church. The excitement consequent upon the 
agitation of this scheme soon subsided ; and the congregation 
sunk into a Laodicean lethargy, under which a portion of !t}s 
dosing to this day. 

Noi a great while afterour friend D. S. B’s exit for the West, 
via Baltimore, Philadelphia, end New York, the church agreed 
to contribute to the support of one of its Elders ag an Kvangy 
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list. This was Peter Ainslie, whose life was prematurely closed 
by drowning. 

In these days, the Eldership was nominally a plurality, but 
in effect an unit. The affairs of the body were conducted by 
one mab, Whose views were carried out by special committees, 
and votes of the majority. Things appear to have been fast 
running into a consolidated quietism, except occasionally ‘a 
flare up’ between the Preaching Elder and ‘the troublesome 
man,’ his brother-in-law—whom the sixty-eight, with some dis- 
sentients, constituted a deacon to ‘keep him quiet!’ 

We come now to the period of our arrival at Richmond, and 
as we have been,constdered as the cnief disturber of its religi- 
ous quietism, it may not be amiss to state as concisely as pos- 
sible, how we came to be mixed up with the public affairs of 
‘this reformation’ at al’. 

In doing this we must retrace our steps, and take up our nar~ 
rative fiom 1832. Previously to our baptism into Christ we 
were almost altogether uninformed about Mr. Campbell and 
“this reformation.” All we knew about him was fiom the pen 
of Mrs. ‘Trollope. We had heard in New York of a sect deno- 
minated ‘ Campbellites;’ but of the doctrine ct Mr. Campbell 
and ‘ his followers,’ as they were termed, we knew nothing ane 
eared not to know. On leaving our native country, we had 
renounced all connexion with sectarianism ; and had determin- 
ed never to be entrammelled by itsybonds, nor to wear a party 
badge. This resolution was strengthened by an escape from a 
watery grave. ‘lhreatened with shipwreck off the Nova Sco- 
tian shore, and experiencing upon that trving oceasion the 
worthlessness of our religious principles as a basis for ‘a sure 
and certain hope’ of salvation, we determined, if we were ever 
permitted to tread the soil again, not to rest uatil’we found the 
true way to immortality. But our way of seeking the truth 
proved not to be the way of God. We commenced a tour of 
sermon-hearing. We first visited the Presbyterian, and then 
the Baptist, temples; and here we stopped, or rather were 
stopned by the Wordof God. A private conversation of about 
three hours, as to what was truth with Brother Walter Scott, 
resulted in our baptism into Christ by moonlight that same 
night. By this act we considered ourselves in fellowship with 
allof every name who had believed and obeyed the same things. 
We were invited to connect onrselves with the church in Cin- 
cinnati, with which we found Bro. W. Scott in fellowship.— 
We observed we should have no objection provided it pledged 
Us to no sect or party; and upon being assured that it would 
not, we joined; and thus found ourselves in fellowship also 
with Mr. Campbell. 

Cincinnati was our destination when we leit England. We 
proposed to settle there and practice our profession ; but found 
the prospect of success more flattering in the distance, than on 
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the spot it proved to be. The city was crowded with phys 
clans, and we deteimined to leave it for one of the Atian:: 
cities. Previous to our departure, however, Bro. W. Seor; 
had ofien exhorted us to commence the practice of sp&aking j; 
the cause of truth. He thought if we would only break the 
we should easily get along. But we steadily persisted in rety 
sing. We used to tell him. that we thought it out of char: 
ter for one who had but just become a christian to set up for a 
teacher of that religion in the face of older and abler men : who 
ought rather to teach us. But he seemed to think, that n 
jection as there were many old christians who kne w but litt 
He proposed our going to Carthage, where he would intvedu 
us, and pave the way as it were for our commencement. Lui 
no; our scruples could not be overcome. 

In April 1833, or thereabouts, we started for the [ast 
ing no definite views as to our future life; but mn the ge: 
propo sing, if poss ible, to settle down somewhere to pris 
medicine. Nothing was further from our thoughts than 
of preaching and editing, together or alone. Mr. Campbe! 
residence bei ‘ing somewhat in our way ; and one of cur brothe: 
according to the flesh being in his employ as a printer, wi 
ried with us a letter of introduction to him from one of our mu 
tual friends in Cincinnati. We met with Mr. C. at Dr. R 

tichardson’s in the town of Welishurg, Va. He very courie- 
ously received us, and having provided a horse, we accompa! 
ed him to Bethany. There we sojourned about 9 month, and 
were much gratified with his acquaintance. We became much 
attached to him; and, though before cur interview and subse 
quently to our baptism, we had read much of his writings, and 
highly approved them, yet we never advocated him ; our visit 
to Bethagy, however, excited in our hearts a friends ship for him 
which we exceedingly regret should have verminated so unp! 
pitiously ; but so it was, for Mr. Campbell we would have laid 
down our life if called upon; so much greater was his personal 
than his &terary influence over us. 

During our stay at Bethany we accompanied Mr. C. to three 
or four of his appomtments. Wellsburg was one. On return 
ing to the Meeting House in the afternoon, he observed to us, 
“* Bro. Thomas, I shall call upon you for a word of exhortation.” 
As may be supposed, we were electrified at this announcement : 
We expostulated. We urged the suddenness of the call; our ‘ 


unpreparedness ; our not having spoken on the Christian Re- : 

ligion before, and so forth. But all to no purpose ; he would ‘ 

take no denial ; but insisted, observing that he liked to try what 

sort of mettle people were made of, or words to that effect.— a 

We have often smiled within ourselves on reflecting upon this 9 

incident. Mr. Campbell has had abundant opportunity of try- 

ing our mettle since! Fisding there was no escape, and dis~ 

daining the 1mputation of cowardice in a good cause, we went . 
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forward, and did as weilas we could. He again took us by 
surprize at anotner of his meetings > WW bic a added to the fore- 
coing, hastened our departure from Bethany ; for thought we, 
we never can sland such imprompiuism as this. 


, 7 +} vr. . ! j 4 4% ¥ ‘ - ¢ , , — ~ ~s> 
From Bethany we travelled Eastward by way ot Somerset 


Court House in Pennsylvania. ‘Tosome biethren at this place, 
e had letters of mmtroduction from Mr. Campbell. We remain- 
| with them about sixteen days, aid spoke citen to the citi- 

sin the (Court tiouse at the pressibg reque st of our friends; 
ugh much against our OWn inciigation. Krom thence we 


i 
rneyed to Baltimore, and by letter from Mr. C. found our- 
in connexion with the brethren there. We ought to 
| 1 we left Bethany, Mr. C. advised us 
eo to Richmond, where he thought there was an opening 
hysician; and accordingly furnished us with a letter of 


; . | 
‘sor«crge ‘ 
USC! Cu. talad > il 





roduction to VW m Bootwrigbt. We aid in Baltsmore 
veek. As usual nothing weuld satisiv the brethren. 
should k on every occasion. A disposition to 

e ind pliance, though ast cur inelina- 
not iravel as an Kiva il, but simply to find 

of settlement in our peculiar way of life; besides the 

or of public speaking was very g1 , oWing to a want of 
ious preparation, and the violence t did to cur disposition, 


, . ‘ } " — ! , } ‘ tmak ne , ‘ ait'a rt 
nis NatUlrahy FeEserved, and Frauuead oy anav traction irom 


, , 4" ‘ ‘ ne . av 
isy and busy haunts of men. Lut the things we have 
yught aiter are the very tings we are most engaged in. 

. ? . ; Li¢, . } : : : 

OQureonstant desire Was to cbtain an bono! e jiving by our 


if in as quit (a way as possibie. iiut this desire m the 
we had marked out has been completely thwartedg; aad 

find ourselves tilling the soil in the retirement of a country 

t home, but when avsent, builetting the waves of a stormy 
et. We neither sought the business of an Editor nor of a 

ie speaker * and from the time that Mr. Can | bell put our 

tle to the proof until now, we have never addressed the 
ple from inclination, but always froma sense of duty and at 
te earnest solicitation of others. Many has been the time that 
we would rather have travelled 30 miles from than 5 miles to 
nappointment. We mention these things to show, that our 
mblic labors have been cisinterested and superimposed ; if they 
lave not resulted in the applause of those who have called us 
pul, itis because, though called out contrary to inclination, we 
‘ave always determined to do our best in speaking according 
lo the oracles of God, or not to speak atall. A public life is 
hot a life of our seeking ; butif we must engage in its concerns, 
fe will strive to direct our course by no other rule or standard 
{expediency than that of the Word of God. We plead for 
*man, but “the Man Christ Jesus;” for no sect, but that 
‘very where spoken against’ of old; and we are resolved to 
old no men’s persons in admiration for the sake of advantage, 
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even should it result in our falling back upon the much loved 
solitude of private life. Our wants are few and simple. Map. 
kind have nothing in the way of honor, glory, or renown to be- 
stow, that we think worth contending for. We ask the world 
for nothing. We neither fear its frowns nor court its smiles. 
Ifa nobleman of old would receive nothing at its hands lest j1 
should be said that it had made Abraham rich; neither would 
we his descendant. We have a promise, that our bread and 
our water shall be sure; and with this promise we are content 
A man who can be satisfied with this assurance, may well be 
independent, and regardless of the applause of men. We are 
willing to give the world all the information we possess con 
cerning “ the way, the truth, and the life,” be it more or less, 
much or little;—but in return, we ask no other fee or reward. 
than that they should believe and obey it. If our labors 
shall result in turning some of ifs citizens to righteousiess. 
our recompense will be in shining as the stars in the Kingdom 
of the Father :—a great retribution of reward which will amply 
sepay us for all our trials here. 

Being near to Philadelphia, and desirous of visiting so fa- 
mous a city ; and also glad of an opportunity of escaping from 
so much public speaking, we determined to leave Baitimcre, 
that we might spend a few days there in private. But there 
was no rest for us in this respect. In compliance, therefore, 
with the request of certain who now join in the cry of proscrip- 
tion against us, we agreed to address the public during our stay, 
The few days of our intended stay was lengthened to six or 
seven weeks ; when we determined to leave for Richmond riz 
Baltimore. The representations of certain, however, induced 
us to trg our fortune in Philadelphia as a physician. We siaid 
here eleven months. Had we devoted ourselves to medicine 
as we did to the things of the Kingdom, we might probab); 
have succeeded. But the fact is, that having to address the 
public continually, our time and energies were absorbed in pre 
paring to acquit ourselves from time to time asa workman that 
needed not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth 
Ever since leaving the west, our spiritual pursuits have ever 
been clashing with our temporal; until we have been obliged 
of necessity to place our profession in abeyance. While in 
pagar 3m we were called on to publish a paper. The idea 
of a publication in connexion with reformation originated be- 
tween Mr. Thomas Brindley, Agent for the Harbinger, and 
Mr. Wm. Ballantine, an Elder of the church, both since de- 
ceased. The former gentleman was to provide the sags and 
means, while the latter was to supply the matter. Mr. Brind- 
ley was also Agent for Morrison’s Pills, and devoted to Hy- 
geanism. His view in the contemplated publication was, ‘0 
combine Reformation and Morriscniana: hoping thereby 
gain for his Hygeian Pills a circulation among reformers 3% 





#} 


wide as that of a paper published under the auspices of Mr, 
Ballantine and reform. Fearing, however, that the infirmities 
of Mr. B., whose lethargy, superinduced by jaundice, was ot- 
ten continued and extreme, would disqualify him for the con- 
ducting of a paper, sufficiently spirited to command attention, 
and thus to secure the success of the enterprize,—unknown to 
him, and without letting us in'o the secret of his views, which 
we discovered afterwards, he called on us, and proposed, that 
we should commence a paper after the model of the Christian 
Baptist. We hesitated, until he urged that Mr. -Ballantine 
would be co-editor. This we thought would leave us little else 
to do beyond the secular affairs, and therefore, we acceded to 
his request, to write out a prospectus im our joint names. ‘I'his 
we did, and it was afterwards published as the prospectus of 
the Apostolic Advocate. 

Upon Mr. Brindley’s sending this to Mr. Ballantine, the old 
gentleman was exceedingly excited. We happened to meet 
at Brindley’s house; but he refused to partake of his hospital- 
iy. Perceiving that there was some unpleasant matter between 
them, we rose to withdraw: but at Mr. Ballantine’s short and 

eremptory request we staid. We found that Brindley had 
ode playing double with the old gentleman; and therefore, 
we obseived, that he need not disturb himself about the matter 
for that we should have no more to do with it. We soon after 
left, and peace was restored between them. Brindley never 
told Mr. B. the true cause of his conduct, which wasa distrust 
of his physical capacity, and a fear, that with him, as sole edi- 
tor, it would be a losing concern. Mr. Brindley took no fur- 
ther steps to forward the publication, and Mr. Ballantine soon 
after falling sick it was ‘n abeyance; and as far as we were 
concerned, all idea of it was abandoned. Put on recovering 
somewhat, Mr. B. sent for us to meethim at Brindley’s. We 
did not keep the appointment, having a patient to attend to at 
the time; but on the next Lord’s Day, Mr. Pallantine, placed 
the prospectus in our hands and told us, that he would give it 
up to us, as he did not feel physically competent to the work. 
Without, therefore, consulting Brindley any further, who had 
informed us that he should have nothing to do with it if Mr. B. 
were sole Editor, and having discovered his Morisonian spe- 
culation—we had 1000 prospectuses printed and circulated at 
our 9wn cost. Brindley became a subscriber for one copy, and 
there the matter rested as far as he was concerned. 

We issued the first number of the Advocate having no more 
than between fifty and one hundred patrons. Having Mr. 
Campbell’s patronage in those days, its subscription soon ran 
up to 1000 subscribers. Its fortunes have been various ; but it 
still lives and is free from debt. Several other publications 
have sprung up on the side of reform, and @ union a 
christians of all denominations ; they have floated awhi 
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along the popular current, but the dry rot of such an im 
has perforated their hulls, and they have sutk. For curset: 
we have set the prow of our beat gaainst wind ond tide; 
though we have to labor up stream, we stem the current w 
heart of oak, and stijl ride the stormy wave, guided by an un 
errmg chart, undashed by billows or by surf. ‘This reminds 1 
the race is not to the swift, nor the batile to the str Dg, 

1834. and in toe month of June, o¢ thereatcuts, we arrived 
in Virgifia. In this state we contemplated settling curse! 
in the practice of our profession ; Which we thevght we n 
do. and stilleontinue the Advccate. We landed in Richn 


received by our friend William Eoot. 


- 


wie ‘ Wi were 


lt was some time ere we determined to take up cur final al 
! [Invitations to Si ot] part 1 liye (} \ 
ri ’ y] pressing ; and wishing chlice these vy 
\ ‘ t i { d eVetal | is oO] tT \ rcct j 
! ; 
nia is | oO int CCI nat ecur ft 
pea 1 the midst of D 1) ircle. And he 
that we went where. excert 
SO ele: ot others. li is a rule wilh us ver 10 {¢ 
se} ywhere unasked. Indeed we have no time for 
lor, : ‘e we have been in Virginia, v aiways | 
still have, more invitations than we can cemply with 
we united withany congregation In Worship We considerec 
selves as serving God with those niv ot its member: whe 
oheved him. Who these were. rot having the eit cf discer 
ino spirits. We could not say: We were willing to leay 


s. When tra 
ut as 


1 the Searcher of heart 
make progress as a judge, | 
ind Traditions delivered by the Apostles. And thevgh 
were things bserved,. ot which we did not altcgether ¢ ; Pr 
we were willing to bear ard forbear: sat tl 
might be reformed. We doubt not, but that in the estima 
of some, we may have from that time been “ productive 
great amount of mischief in various ways.’— We have bee: 
“the humble instrument” of infusing a spiitof independent ex 
amination of the Word into the minds of n any. The y have 
thus become wiser than their teachers, who, like their brother 
Silas Shelburne of Lunenburg, because they could no longer 
rank as number one, have ‘lifted up their heels’ against those 
who have intended them nothing but good. So “great an 
amount of mischief” was it consideied, that we had been “pro- 
ductive of,” that the securing our services as an Evangelist 
was agitated among the brethren. Put concerning this our 
mind was and is made up. If any community of brethren de- 
sire to “ be at charges with us” we should not so much object 
to receive the donation ; but to become a hireling, and to have 


our pay, and so forth, discussed at co-operation meetings at 
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the Var of church and world, betng unscriptural and degrading, 
wecannol, away wiih it. 


( 70 be CO? finr ad. ) 
ALLEGED CAUSE OF THE TROUBI Y NADA 
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Protestant, Cath or P n is more privileged than othe: 
less fortunate fat This circumsta eX in the breast 
af the unprivilezed ma ~animositizs, and jealousies, against 
the privileced and their patron go. ment TY result © 
these is rab tlt dc] | \ [ Was » 1D 12 Th riLeen 
American Colonies. it bas, end will yet again be. in the Cana 


dian Provinces. It is notthere a quarrel between races as such; 
but a strife of adverse forms of superstition —the unprivileged 
against the chartered. hese United States divorced the me 
peg alliance between “Church and State” at the Revola 


vr » ’ ’ . x 
ion or Seventh, Thunder cf the Apocalypse: and Canads, 
i ° & 
. , , seal . np ,¥ a aoe ofaye , ’ " ‘ ’ " rprif 
we d alia not, will sooner o late r, effectuate tne same resuil 


alone the shores of its Lakes, and Rivers, and the Atlantic 


Ocean. The fall of National Religious ff stablishments is a 
creed, and the fiat is recorded in the Book of God. Tisey are 
falling in Britain, Portugal, Spim, and Canada. The strife is 
loody and severe, bu ; Necessary 5 for the Nations ern be effec- 
tually regenerated or ily by the judicial vengeance of the Eter 
nal. Oh! that the Seven Pl: agues wese finished, that we might 
be permitted to ente. iato the te mple, now full of smoke from 
the glory of Goa and from his power !—Rev. xv. 8. 

To this view of the subject agrees the following testimony 


of privileged clergyman now travelling in the London D)s- 
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trict of Upper Canada. We select it from the letter of a cor. 
respondent to the London (England) Times. 
To the Editor of the Times. 
Sir,—As every thine relating to Upper Canada is at the 
larly interesting, l beg leave to forward 


YOU an @xtra irom a tetter from one on wbdom i have ever 
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py to he able that as far as I can learn (and If have pi 


ty good means) the Wesleyan Methodists here, in connexion 


with the British Wesleyans, have a}! rallied on the side of 

der and good government: and I am also harpy to say that | 
kk mw not ¢ { Ie Tile nbe r of Ine ¢ here hy f { fon rand, nor bave { 
heard of any where my personal knowledge doés not extend, 


being detected mn aiding or abetting tois unnatural and unwu! 


‘ ' *9 
rantable outbreak. 


‘rom these facts, it appears, that the two factions at present 
iv hostility to one another are the Act of Parliament Eptse 
pal, and the Methodist Episcopal, religi« sists on the one part, 
sustained by 15,000 well-armed and disciplined troops ;—and 
on the other, the Dissenters from the National Establishment 
aided by their own rifles. It was to be expected that the Wes 
leyan and chartered Episcopalians would make common cause 
together; the latter in defence of ‘the loaves and fishes’ and 
the former as an aspiring section of the Episcopal Cemmmunion. 
‘The following sentiments are from the Londen Christian Ad. 
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vocate—" Since John Wesley’s death, bis successors of the 
Conference have endeavored to roci themse lyves as “a spirit- 

wally secular power” in the land—to rival}, oui-trip, and thes 
a cast under them all other mudes or forms of iaith whatever. 
They have, for near half a century, been unc erworking the 
rights and freedom of mankind ; the same outside show ot doc- 
trine and of discipline, which their father left them, being wn- 
formly pre sented to the beguiled 2nd beblinded eye of their un- 
suspecting adherents. The last syeshes of their net have late 
ly been knotted, and —, of cr .e million of our fellow-coun- 
tirymen, of their classes and coocregations, in Great Britain 
alone, now find themselves enelc ; d within the toils of au ee 
clesiastic: al economy, which asserts the civine right of an ir 


responsible priesthood to legislaic in all matters of doctrine, 
whilst it matatatus the degal right of ove woNDRED self-cho- 
sen elders of that pre sthood 10 are and to } toi, 2 »Ope na ned 


to shut, several thousand houses for worsh iD, all re parsed 
OY UC luntary sud scription, for fee relizious tastruc Lit and 


b onefit of the respective neighloriovds He which thes u have 
been built. Besiles which appalling fact, it is opent; , unblush 
ingly, asserted, that, whilst this priesthood can deal as they hist 
with the souls of men and tie things pertaming to God--the 
members of their numerous socteties and congregations have 
no right ee Rea hurnan or div e,so uch as to deliberate, 


much less to decide upon, any of the great principles which as- 
sociate them together as a religious or a corporate body.” 

“ Since the infamous Act of Uniformity was proclaimed, the 
consequences oi which are matters of notorious history, so fright 
ful, so daring a stretch of priestly prerogative, has never been 
exhibited | in the United Kingdom. Of the real state of things 
in this body, the country at large has but little knowledge—nor 
are our fellow- -countrymen at all aware of the di: angers with 
which they, in common with ourselves, are menaced by these 
overt acts of an ecclesiastical tyranny. ‘I'he concentration, the 
organization, the secrecy, the ease, with which, at the nod of 
one man, the most ¢ oinp! licated, yet most efficient machinery 
in the world i is now brought to be arupon the people of Englaud, 
as one means of ch rcking the prozress of salutary reforms; and 
under the mask of religion at home, and missions abroad, of 
overtopping all other churches, and upon their ruins causing a 
second grisly papacy to arise. ‘These religions and politica) 
features ot Wesleyan Methodism, as at present administered, 
are now disclosing themselves in a way that, unhappily leaves no 
room for doubt, whilst it must fill the mind of the generous 
philanthropist with serious apprehension, if not with dismay.” 

“ The object of this address is to call the attention of Chris- 
tians, and of the public generally, to the present position and 
aspects of the Wesleyan Conference, on the one hand, and ot 
its reformers on the other—to fore warn Englishmen of all clas- 
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ses of the danger that threatens their municipal and nationa! 
tiberties, throuch the wily but steadily progressing career of 
this now stupendous body, more secret—farther ramific I~ ind 
more langerous than any Orange Union that eve r plo tted 
agatnst our freedomm—to forearm all, thus forewarn: d, that th 
inay be ready to meet these nien at every fre sh deve lopment 
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‘casion for manmuvre. Ve frankly state our conviction, that. 
in the absence of a formal ec ghfice between the two parties 
which circumsiances tn the condition of both render impossibi 
the interests of Protestantism and the welfare of the State de 
mand the maintenance of a good unde rstal nding, and the pur 
suit, substantially of the same objects.” 

These extracts explain the unforma! coalition of the Metho 
dists and Episcopalians of Canada, and their pretended rall 
on the side of ‘order and good (that is, Protestant Episcopalian’) 
government.’ 

The insuriectionary movements of Universalists, Quakers, 
and Baptists sufficiently indicate the anti-christian character 
of their faiths. Although we shall rejoice to hear of tme over- 
throw of such ‘ order’ as prevails in Canada, (and assuredly if 


athe United States become embroiled it will ultimate in the ex- 
























97 











saision of Monarchy—of British Church and State, from the 
satinent of America) and of the abolition of the good govern- 
ment of episcopacy as that tyranny is termed by a member of 
jis parsoavcracy ;—yet as a christian we should be very sor- 

to find onrselves in th? ranks of such a Dissenting Army, 
He that takes the sword shall perish by the sword; we trust 
therefore, that none o: the brethren of this reformation are to 
be found in sucg a coalederacy. It is the wicked, who are the 
sword of God; if so, Canadian Disciples, let the potsherds of 
the earth strive tozether, and do you look on; for ‘all things 
shall work tozether f r good to them that love God and are the Fe 
ealled according to his purpose.’—The time is near at hand os 
when God will destroy taose who destroy or uppress the earth: be 
Rey. xi. 18. The following is the conclusion of the letter in 5 
the Loadon Times. The intelligent reader will readily dis- ia 
cern its tinsel. = 

















“ What important facts are these, sir? Surely they are de- 
serving the atteation of Government. The Ministry express 
their desire to preserve order and establish a sound, free, and 
firm govern neut in the Canadas. In the above extract we are 
introluced tothe character of the actors in the recent rebellion, 
and the principles from waich such unhappy conduct proceed- 
ed. We see whoare the disaffected, and who are the content- 
ed. How desirable then by every possible means to inerease 
the latter, and draw off from the ranks of the former. [n a word 
how all-important is it for the promotion of good order and 
peace in Upper Canada to look well to the provisions existing 
for the sound relizious instruction of the people there in the 
principles of the Church of England. In the district in which 
this clergymn is laboring there are many hundreds of families 
located. He has formed, it appears, about 16 stations which 
he periodically visits and serves, many of them being at con- 
siderable distances apart. Here would be enough scope for 
many resident clergymen ; but the church in Canada has no 
means of providing them, and the residents are too poor to en- 
able them to maintain a resident minister. More I could de- 
tail upon this subject, but the statement of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, made in the House of Lords on presenting a peti- 
tion from the church ia Canada, is doubtless fresh in the re- 
collection of all, and perhaps preciudes its necessity. 

With these facts in view, will, then, the Government, with 
their desire to pacificate the Canavdas, still adhere to their de- 
termination of withholding grant of money from the Church 
of England in Canada, and fail to nominate at once and pro- 
vide for a bishop for the divcese of Quebec? Can it be doubt- 
ed but that the efficiency of the church in Canada is important 
towards quelling existing disorders, and promoting a healthier 
tone of society—harmony amongst the inhabitants, and obedi- 
i 
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ence to the laws? In the disaffected parts of Upper Canada 
it is evident it must be available to this end; and surely this 
important means of partly eflecting what they profess to have 
so much ut heart cannot be negiected by the Cabinet. 

W. D” 





oO 


EUROPE IN 1830. 
“And the Seventh Angel poured forth his vial into the Air, and there were 
voices, and thunders, and lightnings.”~ Rev. xvi. 17. 





The year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty 
is remarkable for revolutions, orattempts at revolution, through 
out Modern Europe. It was a portentous crisis in the affairs 
of the Nations. Men’s minds were highly excited, and we 
well remember, being in Lorden at the time, the turbulence of 
the masses, and the'r general hostility to all dignified petsons 
of which the government was comyosed. An attack was ex 
pected to have been made by the populace tpon the Tower, 
where there are mavy liundred thousand stand of arms in store 
The cannon of this fortified place were loaded with grape shot 
for the purpose of resisting the assault; and the gariison kept 
under arms night and cay. The piucence of the King how 
ever in dismissing his tory advisers, and of bis’ new ministers 
in speedily passing the Reform Bill caused the threatening 
tempest to subsice. 

These events in LonJon were but a part of an extraordina 

whole. They were consequent upon “the glorious thre: 
digs of July” in Paris, which overthrew the dynasty of the 
elder branch of the Bourbons, and gave birth to the Louis-Phi 
lippian Monarchy of the Barricades. The Parisian revolt came 
upon Europe like an electric sheek. It struck Belgium, Hol- 
land, England. Spain Portugal, Italy and Poland. itsevered Be! 
gium from Holland ; kindled by its subtle «lectricity, as it were, 
bloody ecclesiastical wars in Spain and Portugal: destroyed 
the nationality of Poland and irrevocably merged it into the 
Russian Empire; threw all Erg'and into commotion, and 
has at length kindled the flames of intestine war in its Ame- 
rican Provinces. 


Illustrative of the state of London in the Nevember follow- 
ing “the three days of July ” we present the following extract 
from a letter of the late Sir William Knyghton, physician and 
| confidant of George the Fourth: The Duke of Wellington, was 
i atthat time prime minis'er, or rather an incorporation of all min- 
; isters ; for he held all the cffices of the government until the 

return of Sir Robert Peel trom Rome.—Dr, Knyghton says; 





= ae 
= 
at Saad 


My 


a > + 
ps oe ai 
- od oO lw 


w= ~ tf 





_- ee ae oe —w —_ FF TS 2 eee eee OU ae 


99 





“| waited’ on the Duke of Wellington, and found his grace 
glad to see me, and in good spirits. The ground he took on 
the subject of the lord mayor’s dinner was, that he advised the 
King and Queen not to go, because the probubility was that 
bloodshed would have happened in their presence. ‘In regard 
to myself,’ he said, ‘1 had no devire to be massacred; which 
would have happened. | would have gone, if the law bad been 
equal to protect m*; but that was not the case. Fifty dragoons 
would have done it; but that was a military force. If firing 
had begun who could tell where it was toend? I know what 
street firing is: one guilty person would fall, and ten innocent 
be destroyed. Would this have been wise or humane, for a 
little bravado, or that the country might not be alarmed for a 
day or two? [tts all over now, and in another week or two 
will be forgotten.” 

Bat there is yet in store for the Nations a Revolution more 
tremendous than has yet afflicted the human race “ from the 
time that men were upon the earth.”—It belongs to the seventh 
vial period of the third Woe trumpet of the Seventh Angel ; and 
jndging from the analogy of previous events it cannot be far 
of. This awful crisis in human affairs is termed by the Apos- 
ue “a Gieat Earthquake.” It will be the striking of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s Image upon the feet by the Little Stone. or, io other 
words, the fuliilment of the times (allotted to) the Gentiles,’ 
[t will be the finishing stroke to the oider of things as they are 
now constituted in society ;—the entire destruction of “ the 
Heavens and Earth” of the Political World. 

Now to the believer Jesus says, “ Behold I come as a thief. 
Blessed is he that watches, and keeps his garments, that he 
may not walk naked, so that men should see his shame.”— 
Reader! let us strive to be of that classin the Kingdom, which 
isawake; and which, like the wise virgins of the paranle, has 
its lamps trimmed at the midnight hour. Remember! that it 
is “to them who look for him, Jesus will appear a second time, 
without a sin-offering, in order to salvation.”—Let others “cry 
ms, peace,” and sleep who will; be it ours always to be 
ready. 


Epiror. 
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A truly Irish Controversial Discussion! 

On the last Tuesday of May 1838, a discussion was to be 
held in the Dublin Rotunda, between ‘the Rev'd. Mr. Gregg’ 
4 clergyman of the National Church of England, and ‘the Rev. 
Mr. Maguire’ a Romish Priest, both of that city. , 

Mr. Gregg’s propositions are— First, “I assert that the united 
jurch of England and Ireland is the true church of Curist, 
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holy, catholic, and apostolic, in these kingdoms. Thatit knows 
the true read to Heaven, points it out to its followers, and that 
its blessed fruits are the holiness and the happiness of those 
with whoin it prevails. 


Secondly, I assert that the Reman catholic church is the 
church of antichrist, unholy and ayostate; that it does not 
know, and does not teach, the way to Heaven ; that it ecnducts 
its followers in the broad road which lcaceth to destruction -~ 
that it brings down the curse of Gcpuypen every (cuntry where 
it prevai's ;—that it is ihe mother of abominaticnus—the plogue 
and the pest of the huroan race; that it will be Cesticyed by 
the signal vengeance of the Mcst Hicu: and that the very first 
duty of every member of it is, instantly to ecme out of it, that 
he be not a partaker ot its sins and its plagues.” 

With respect to these prorositicns, Mr. Maguire writes :- 
“The comparative claims of the two great rival churches to 
unity, sanctity, catholicity, and apoctolicity, are now in a pro- 
mising way of being fairly, fully, equally end search ingly cis 
cussed. Your two propositions are alicacy before the public 
These you undertake to proere, and | to disprere. ‘Thus do} 
consent to meet you amicably upos your own terms.” 


The burden of prcof rests upon him who effiims. Mr. Gregg 
in his first proposition has undertasen to prove what is intria- 
sically untrue. Christ’s Kingdom is not of this world cr age, 
and therefore no National Church is his Church. The Chuich 
of England (which in truth means, the Tarscrcciacy cf the 
country) is neither holy, or seyarate from the unclean; catho- 
lic or universal; nor apostclic, for there was no such ecclesi 
astical system in the Apostles’ days. If ‘the true read to hea 
ven’ lies through the intricacies of ‘the lust wf the flesh, the 
lust of the eye, and the pride of life” then irceed. and cnly thea 
does ‘the united church of England and Ireland’ point to her 
followers the way ; and if holiness consist in all uncleanress, 
and happiness, in feeding upon the grcans and tears, of the 
widow, the orphan, and the crpressed, in England, Irelind, 
and the Canadas, then truly, are “its blessed fiuits” abr nd- 
ant among ‘those with whem it prevails’ in these several 
countries. ‘The holiness and the happiness’ of its sons were 
monstrously conspicuous in the lives and ruby counterances of 
the Reverend exactors of Americen tobacco before the Seventh 
Thunder of the Apocalypse scared them off to the land of tithes 
and parsons ! 

Mr. Gregg’s second proposition is unquestionably true ip all 
its members. Nevertheless, Mr Maguire need give himsell 
no uneasiness on that score, inasmuch as Mr. Gregg has ud- 

ertaken to prove his fitst. whi. h he is bound to do before he 
proceeds to his second. This, as we have said, he can never 
do; the day after the end of never, then, Mr. Maguire, is rele- 
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tion to his opponent, may begin to look about him with some 
concern. The whole affair :eminds us of the couplet— 


Strange there should such difference be 
*T wixi twecdie-dum and tweedle dee! 


Epiroe. 





oO 


“CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.” 

We have just received the May number of this periodical 
From our native land. [t would be inexcusable vanity and pre- 
sumption for us to say any thing, as of ourselves, in commen. 
dation of it; for itis very principally made up of communica- 
tions extracted from the Advocate and Harbinger in due pro- 
portion, as well as of contributions occasionally furnished by 
Bro. Crihfield, &c. We may be permitted, however, without 
being charged, we trust, withan undue exercise of our ‘self-es- 
teem’ (and all animals have that organ imore or less strongly 
developed ; its use is excellent, the acuse of it alone being re- 
prehensible)—to remark, that it is well, honorably, usefully, 
and impartially conducted. Like our periodicals in America, 
it has been “ denounced by Independent and Baptist Clergy- 
men, both in public and private, and the enslaved people wain- 
ed against reading it;” yet there are others whom the: truth 
has emancipated, who ‘thank the Editor with feelings of gra- 
titude for the courage he has evinced’ in conducting the Chris- 
tian Messenger and Reformer. We are in possession of the 
work as far as it has been issued ; and our opinion from a gen- 
eral review, 1s, that its conductor has learned an important les- 
son, and seems honestly disposed to practise it, namely,do ez- 
amine all things, and lo hold fast the good for their ounsake 
—a lesson, which is known in this country chit fly as a matter 
of proverb; but the practice whereof it would be useful and 
honorable for all Editors to adopt throughout: the length and 
breadth of its continental domains. 

In the number referred to are certain “Extracts {rcm Letters, 
&c.” and among these we find the folluwing from one sent by 
our own hand. As there are remarks appended to it by the 
Editor, we have concluded to lay them both before the reader. 

Editor Adv. 


Virginia, Feb. 1, 1838. 
_ Dear Brother Wallis, 


- Your letter dated, November 29th, toge- 
ther Sar the * Messenger” tv the 10th numberinclusive, have 
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unless it can be proved that where God is, a man dying in 
his sins muy come. He maintains, in of} Ositicn to this, that 
though baptism (the cbedience of the go-fel as 1] view it) is 
for the remission of sins, yet, if a man cLey according to the 
measure of bis knowledge of God’s will, (that is, in plain En- 
glish, obey according to his igrorarce, a singular cledience 
truly) he may enter heaven «prroved of God. Now, I ccaceive, 
this doctrine, or rather tradition, might do very well if Ged 
were mutable, if his nature were a comypound of Carkness and 
light; but “in bim there is no darkness at al}.” * He is the 
Father of Lights, ia whom is no variableness nor shadcw cf 
turning.” ‘He is not as a man, ner as a son of man, and kis 
ways are not as our ways, nor his thotghts as ours.” Hew 
cautious ought we then to be in assimilating his Jaws and ip 
stitutions, in their cbligation to our charitable opinicnes 

* * * * * » » 

[ grant that many may be Legotten in Babylon to a belicf of 
many great and imyortant truths; tut the cuesticn of a /egiti- 
mate birth in that sink of inicuily, is, with me very Cucsucr 
able indeed. Ged calls upon his pecple in Fatylea to ccme 
out of her; it does not follow, bowever, frem this, that Le will 
recognize their nativity there. The Lerd said to Piul, that be 
had much people in Corinth. When the Lerd said this, wey 
were pagans ; but in precess of time, they come crt cf pegcn 
Babylon. And hcw did Gcd’s yecyle come cut cf the Corin 
thian Babylon? By “hearing, Lehevirg. and beirg Lay tized.” 
See Acts. Hearing and believing what? The gosyel. See 
1 Cor. xv., from the beginnirg. Cinaman telieve wlat he 
has never understocd, or uncerstand what be has never beard: 
‘and if a man in Babylon has neither heard, urcerstccd, or be- 
lieved the gosyel, can his immersicn cr bits cf water te called 
the obedlence of faith, or can he te said to be tern of Ged ?- 
We are renewed by kncwledge, says the apostle, tut how can 
a man be renewed by the gosrel if he know it not ? 

The belief that Jesus is the Christ, is net the gosyel; there 
are very few that understand the meanirg cf tha? 7 hrese, nor 
can they, unless they are acquainted with the ccctiire of the 
scriptures concernirg Christ. All Christend« m assents to the 
Setheenfies with implicit faith; it is a thirg received ty the 

mind, without knowing why o1 wherefore ; ycu ask niretenths 
who assent to it, to define what the gospel 1s, and J ccubt very 
much if they can tell you. The ‘ruth that Jesus is the Christ, 
‘is not the power of Gud to the salvaticn of every one that be- 
lieves ; Paul says, it is the gospel. Ycu never read of the 
preachers of the gospel in Acts make this truth t)e turcen of 
their discourse when addressing the heathen gentiles; it was 
only when reasoning with those who received the scriptures of 
the prophets ficm Moses to Mulachi as tke word cf Gcd. * 
‘J could write much more, but have not time at present. The 
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shades of nizht are closing in upon me, so must cose. Your 
friend and brother, io the patience of the kingdom 
Joun Tuomas. 





0 


REMARKS ON THOMAS AND CAMPBELL’S THOUGHTS ON 
IMMERSION. 


From the above Extracts, as well as from some previous 
hints in the “ Messenger,” our readers will learn that there is 
some difference of opinion between ‘Thomas and Campbell re- 
specting the important nature of immersion. ‘The former goes 
all the lengtn of A. Campbell’s premises, in ; leading ter bap 
tism in order to the remission of sins; but in carrying out the 
principle, he arrives at a very different conclusion. We under- 
stand him to contend that the “Mighty Lord,’ the Redeemer of 
men, Intends to have from this dispensation, a resurrected 
church, “ without spot or wrinkle 3” over which he wil reign 
for ever, exclusively through water ; not that every one who Is 
immersed in water will form a part of that holy and triumph- 
ant bodv, but only those who have seripturally and intelligent. 
ly put on Christ by faith, repentance and iminersion in water, 
for the remission of their sins, and who, having complet: ly re- 
nounced human traditions, have purified their souls by opEyiInG 
THE TRUTH; or, In other words, as all who were genuine disci- 
ples of Jesus Christ, through the ;ersonal instrumentality of 
the apostles and their associates in the first days of uncorrupt- 
ed Christianity, came completely out of the Jewish and pagan 
Babylon ; so must all who would secure a peaceful conscience, 
and the joyful hope of a glorious resurrection from the dead, 
come as completely out from the present papal and sectarian 
babylon, and in their affections and behaviour be exclusively 
turned to the truth as itis in Jesus. A. Carmpbell contends as 
rigidly for aa intelligent immersion into Jesus, in order to the 
present enjoyment of remission of sins through faith in the blood 
of Christ, but, at the same time, makes great al'v wances for the 
different degrees of intelligence, consequently of faith, which 
may be in existence at the time the confession is made ; but if 
faith be not in existence, it is no baptism at all. We under- 
stand him also to teach, that others who have sot been im- 
mersed, yet have believed and obeyed to the utmost extent of 
their knowledge and ability, may, under some circumstances, 
obtain a joyful resurrection from the dead, and be cvunted wor- 
thy to stand before the Son of man. He does not, however, 
pretend to deride of the personal and final condition of any one; 
yet, the above appear to us to be his opinions. 


As this matter is personal, and every individual must judge 
of hie own state, ax it appears in the sight of him “ whose eyes, 
are as a flame of fire ;” and as no human opinions will be ad« 
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all come safely to hand. Please to accept my thankful acknow. 
fedgments for them ali. 

1 am veiy much pleased at the independence ard impartia}. 
ity evinecd in the pages of the “Messenger.” The note og 
page 358, is quite to my mind. “ We canvoct be too rigid” jy 
the affairs of the kingdom, especial!y wher we Ciscover that yt 
is the tendency of human natuie ty run ints the opposite. The 
answer tu the following question is exce.le: t. “Do you believe 
that every thing that the apostles fcught cid practised is es 
sential to salvation,” page 324.* ‘They ave certainly essential 
lor all the things for which they were inctlcated and appoint 
ed. They are just as essential to eternal honor, glory and in 
mortality, as the use of natural ordinary meuns are essential to 
temporal honor, glory, and animal, or mortal lite. This is one 
reason of the controversy betwecn A. Campbell and myself. | 
maintain that an intelligent belief and chedience to the gospe! 
is essential to remission of sins; withcut which remuissicn, i) 
time, amen cannot attain to the resurrection of the rightevus, 


—————— - eS 








* For the information of our cisatlantic reaclers we append the following 
from the Messenger, which contains the question and answer referred to 
{tis with pleasure we inform cur !rechren, thet a few persons 
have been collected together in London, who y10fess to have 
learned much from the pages of the Dicsscrgcr, and who, for 
some time past have met for worship on the first day of the 
weck, on New Testament principles. 

On the fifteenth, at ten o’clock in the morning, we met with 
awo of these brethren in Smithfield- market, when we severally 
attempted tu addyess hundreds of cur ielluow men, on the im 
perative nature of the ancient gospel. The greatest attention 
and decorum was manifested during the whole time, with ear 
nest solicitations for us to come again the following Lord’s 
day morning. Do you believe, inquired one, that every thing 
the Apostles faughi and practised is «essential to salvation ?— 
To which we replied, Does it accord with reason, commcn 
sense, or revelation, that the Son of God shculd die on the cross 
to make reconciliation for the guilty; rise ficm the dead to se 
cure immortatity for the sons of men ; then chcose twelve men 
who, at the hazard of their lives, were to go through the world 
to TEACH and PRACTICE non-essentiais!! What then do ycu 
believe to be the exrent of the atonement of Christ? Itreach- 
es even to you, guilty as you are, if you will Lelieve and obey 
him, See John ii. 14-21, 36. Maik xvi. 16. In the afternoca 
we met with these brethren for soclal worshiy, when two per- 
sons, Who were previously known to them, confessed their faith 
in Jesus, and who, in the evening of the same day, were im- 
mersed into Jesus for the remission of sins, and were to be ad- 
ded to the eaurch the following Lord’s day.” 





— 








105 


mitted when we are placed before the Judge, but the infallibie 


ow. word of God, we shall leave these brethren to settle, (we hope 
with mutual forbearance,) all their differences of opinions on 
tial. this and every subject that does not explain away the faith of 
OR the gospel ; at the samc time we take leave to remind our read- 
iy ers of the following imstructions, respecting which there can 
Mt at not be any, even the least mistake. ‘ God so loved the world, 
‘he that he gave his only begotten Son, who, in his instructions to 
eve the people said, “except you Lelieve that lam he, you shail 
es die in your sine ; but he that believeth and is baptized shalt 
Nal be saved.” And “except a man be born of water, and of the 
lt Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of héaven.” “Reform, 
therefore, and be each of you immersed in order to the remis- 
i to sion of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 


“For Christ loved the conzregation, and gave himself for it, 
that be might sanctify it, having cleansed it by the bath ol wa 
ter, and the word, that he might present it to himself glorious; 
& congregation not having spot, or wrinkle, cr any such thing. 
Then they that gladly received the word were immersed, both 
men and women.” ‘* Why do ye call me Lord, Lord, and do 
not what I say?” ‘Behold, you despisers, and wonder and 
perish.” This instruction, with all its tremendous consequen- 
ces, will stand in a most vivid and iran-parent form before the 
mind on the morning of the resurrection, when the reception 
and enjoyment of pardon will forever be impossible to all those 
who have died in their sins. Put think of his gracious and 
generous words. “ Behold. now is the accepted time; behold, * 
now is the day of salvation.” “ To-day, if you will hear his | 
voice, harden not your hearts.” ‘ 

vl 


We recommend a!l whom we are permitted to address, not) 57 
to compare themselves with those who commend themselves, i 
; 


however they among themselves, and comparing themselves a4 

with themselves, do not understand thémselves.—2 Corin. x. 4 
4 
F 


12. New Version. 
Editor of the Mess. and Ref. 
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ie 
To the Editor of the Christian Meseenger. “$4 


December, 1837. 


My Dear Brother,—\ have waited in the hope of hearing . 
from you for a long time; I now, however, take up my pen to — 
address you. * * * . ie 


1 think your “ Messenger” capable of great improvement, | | 
and that in some few points, it outsteps the limits of truth;— "F 
particularly when inveighing against tne priests. Certainly lL | 
think it cannot be disputed that the churches are crammed With 
hirelings, who have no other pretensions. to their office than 
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that they gave up their proper callings in life to receive an aca 
demical education, and to fill the si uation of gentlemen par- 
sons; such men cugh! to be reprobated as hirelings. But | 
think every throw at the ministers of the day, should distin. 
guish between the precious and the vile; no can I think thar 
the elders who endeavor to labor in word and in doctrine, and 
to rule well, are to be merely relieved as so many church pau- 
pers. The ox iz not to be muzzled— he is worthy of his hire— 
ot double honor: and they who are taught in the word should 
communicate tothe. if such elders should regard their sup- 
wer asmen relief, b cannot see how they can lift up their 
veads and fearlessly administer the laws of Christ, and rule 
well: it must wecessarily place them in a crouchant position ; 
at the sare tne ‘or them to take the oversight of flccks for fil- 
thy lucre’s sale, is odious. I think if some of the essays had 
been more mcderair, they would have heen more valuable, and 
nearer the tru h. have vet seen nothing to alter my views 
on the constit tion of a churel. I endeavor to elicit the views 
of the New Testament on this po t, and receive the accounts 
of the ordination cf elders in the New ‘lestament ;—by a Ti 
tus, the committing of divine truth to faithful men, that they 
may teach others ;—by a Timothy, as precedents for adoption 
in all ages. tt the churches have the right to elect their elders. 
1. it ctiange to me that thes have no seripture precedents for 
the custom. 1 am willing to bow tu such precedents, or to any 
command tu Warrant them, if such ean be found. 
Your affectionate brother, 


q. 





Reply to Q. 


We have no authority from the writer for publishing the 
above extract, but as we esteem him a friend and brother, we 
have taken the lbePfty of domg so. That the “ Messenger” 
is capable of great improvement, we are, by no means prepared 
to deny but that which would improve ‘t in the estimaticn of 
one party, would depreciate it in that of another; between the 
two, our study will be to make it, #t least im scme things, in- 
teresting to a‘l. Our particular desire is not to cutstep the li- 
mits of truth, even in remarks against the priests; and certain- 
ly we do not recollect, in ovr pages, any thing more true, point- 
ed, and severe than the following sentence, especially as com> 
ing from a pastor of a church, although not an bireling ; “Cer- 
tainly I think it cannot be disputed that the churches are cram- 
med with hirelings, who have no wther pretensions to their of- 
fice than that they gave up their proper callings in life, to re 
ceive an avcademical education, and fill the situation of gentle 
men parsons ; such men ought to be reprobated as hirelings.” 
Can any language be more severe? UO that the eyes and ears 
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of the people were opened to attend to this fact, then would 
they, as intelligent and rational creatures, set about instructing 
themselves, and contribute their money for the support of those 
things for which Christ has appointed it to be given ; “* putting 
itinto the treasury ” (1 Cor. 1b. 1.)—New Version. We do 
not approve of the word “ paupers”” when applied toany of the 
bo y of Christ, they are kings and priests unto God and the 
Lamb; but as hirelings are not of that number, the Sdvtour 
being judge, (John 10.) we have no objection to its application 
to them. 

All who are pastors indeed, will not object to receive pecu- 
niary support when needtul, and when the poor are not robbed 
by so doing ; but while it is blessed under some circumstances 
to receive, it is at all times more sotogive. ‘he double honor 
spoken of by the Spirit of truth, in our judgment, belonged 
much more to those who were chosen by the chu.ches to dis. 
ciple the nations, than settled pastors, but even these cculd, 
when necessary, labor night and day, rather than be chargeable 
toany one. See 2 Thess. i. 6—16; Acts xx. 33,35. 

The faithful men to whom Timothy was tu commit the 
things he had seen, and heard, and icceived from Paul, witt 
all their successors, have been removed by death: and the 
days of darkness and error have succeeded, but ure now pass 
ingavay. The ruincs, however which the apostles taught, 
remain in tie pages of the Old and New ‘Testement, and we 
recommend all who wish to be faithful, useful, and happy, to 
make themselves wel acquainted with their tmportant contents, 
and in all things submit to the instructions and commands ot 
Jesus and !.is apostles. ‘There are not in our judgment, any 
men who are SPECIALLY CALLED and seNT to teagh the truth in- 
fallibly, or to administer ordinances; the Holy Spiritalone qua- 
lifes men for the elders’ office, by giving them, not miraculous- 
ly, as in primitive days, but through a medium appointed by in- 
finite wisdom, all the qualifications spoken ot in 1 Tim. ui. 1, 
7; Titus i. 5,9. The man who has not the:e qualifications, 
though he may bea fluent speaker, or a loud declaimer of things 
he does not understand, 1s not, in the judgment of the Hol 
Spirit, an approved pastor of a congregation of saints; and if 
God be true, he will not meet with any reward but that of ever- 
lasting confusion. We recommend to our brother, A. Camp- 
bell?’s Essay on Church Order, especially in reference to the 
subject of ordination.—Eb. 


fay 
Vv 





PSALM Viii.—C. M. 
A prediction of the subjection of the Age to Come to Messiah 
the Lord of all things. 


This Psalm is frequently quoted by the New Testament writers, and ap- 
plied to Jesus. Our Lord himself ened it to pit to silence the enemy and 
avenger, or chief priests and scribes, who excepted to the Hosannas of the 
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boys shouting his praises in the temple Matt. 21, 16.—Pau! reasons from 
the sixth verse, ‘thou hast put all things under his feet,’ in 1 Cor. xv. 27 
he there shows that, besides animals, the Father has subjected al! human 
government, authonty, and power; and even death itself. In Heb. 2, 5 
he shows that these things are not yet subjected, but that so much he 
been fultilled as that Jesus the Son of Man, was for a time made a |itil.- 
lower than the angels that he might taste death for all, and forthe snfferin, 
of death be crowned with glory and honor, as he now is. e 


' Jehovah, Lord, how excellent 
Thy name in all the Earth! 
Thou hast thy glory far above 
The circling heavens set! 


From th’ mouth of sucklings and of babes 
Thou has o:dained praise; 

To put thine advers’ries to shame,— 

Th’ avenging foe to stay. 


When I survey thine heavens, [.ord! 
The work thy fingers fram’d ; 

The moon and stars which were by thee 
In ages past ordain’d; 


O what is man that thou of him 
For ever mindful art! 

Or what the son of man, that thou 
Should’st kindly him regard! 


Him for a while infer’or to 

1 The angels thou lhast made ; 
With glory and with honor too, 
The crown on him theu’st plae’d. 


Dominion over all thy works, 

On him thou hast conferr’d ; 

And all things thou hast subjected 
Beneath his sov’reign feet ; 








The bleating sheep and lowing ox, 
. Yea, and the forest beasts ; 
Aerial fowl, and sea-born fish, 


All gliding through its depths. 


O great Jehovah, thou who art, 
Our God and mighty Lord, 
7 In all the wide-extended earth 
yet Thy name how excellent! 





